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Introduction

Peer review by students: in theory

ü Stimulates problem solving skills

ü Better understanding by reflecting on others & self

Practice

− Lack of critical depth

− If not graded: Participation is low

Solution

Best contribution grading (BCG)

3

This presentation

Ø The idea of BCG

Ø How it works in 
practice

Ø Preliminary evaluation 
results



Pro’s of ‘Best Contribution grading’
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Improve quality
Improve participation grade

Provide safe place



‘Best contribution grading’ (in practice)
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Write document
Make video

Give peer review

Select best contribution

Grading



‘Best contribution grading’ (BCG)
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‘Best contribution grading’ (BCG)
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‘Best contribution grading’ (BCG)
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Review characteristics
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Ø Sentiment analyses: no difference 

Ø Depth/correctness of review à Not yet analysed

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

Exp 1 Exp 2 Exp 3

Time on Review (min)

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

Exp 1 Exp 2 Exp 3

Words in Review 

BCG

No BCG



Results: effect of BCG on perception of peer review
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Exp 1 Exp 2 Exp 3

Yes
(n=45)

No
(n=25)

Yes
(n=65)

No
(n=33)

Yes
(n=34)

No
(n=23)

Insightful to see work of others
4.1 4.2 4.2 4.3 3.9 3.6

Giving feedback improved own 
understanding 4.1* 3.6 * 3.9 4.1 3.6 3.4

Quality of feedback I provided was 
satisfactory 4.1 4.0 4.1 3.9 3.7 3.3

Enjoyed giving feedback
3.5 3.4 3.8 3.7 2.7 2.5

Quality of received feedback was 
satisfactory 3.7 3.8 4.0 3.9 3.3 3.0



Teachers perception
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“Students do not 
complain about 

the peer feedback 
anymore”

“I have the feeling 
the quality of the 
peer feedback is 
much higher this 

year”



More information
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https://www.4tu.nl/cee/en/innovation/project/10811/best-
contribution-grading-in-peer-review-assignments

https://www.4tu.nl/cee/en/innovation/project/10811/best-contribution-grading-in-peer-review-assignments

